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Panel Discussion

The panel discussion composed on 9/19/02 covered the topic “Ethical issues today in business, the media and beyond.” Right off the bat, the moderator asked the question. “Are we in a ethical crisis in this country?” Arthur Buys answered the question by stating that there is no historical evidence to support that this is something new and he would classify all the recent activity as “business as usual.” Nancy Crawley answered the question by saying that this is unusual because of the amount of monies that we are dealing with. Professor Ritsema felt that we were in a ethical crisis because the pursuit of ethics has been dumped under the table for getting ahead (even if for just a short time). Patrick Thompson sidestepped the issue by saying that he believes that it isn’t a yes or no kind of question, but he did feel that the ethical standards in our country were deteriorating. 

So, what do I think? No, I don’t think we’re in a “crisis.” I think that our ethical and moral standards have been strangled by over greedy executives. However, I don’t think that this behavior in just a few companies can be considered a crisis. My example of our market economy and our current ethical “crisis” is the following: A wholesale warehouse exists with a bunch of widgets. Ironically, the number of widgets adds up to the number of corporations in the U.S. Now a couple of these widgets while they are being stocked, picked and packed for sale become damaged (general ware and tear). Do I consider this to be a crisis? No way, it’s always happened and will continue to some extent. But, again, I don’t feel that this can be considered a true crisis. 

