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Hope College is an institution created to educate young adults. In order for young adults to all receive a well-rounded education, students are required to take core classes. One of the core classes freshmen are required to take is First Year Seminar; in particular, my First Year Seminar was titled Patterns. After congregating many times outside the classroom with other students, they came up with the idea of asking the registrars office to take First Year Seminar: Patterns off the curriculum. Although some people at Hope College believe that First Year Seminar: Patterns should be taken off the core curriculum, I believe that First Year Seminar: Patterns is a strong addition to the curriculum and should be kept as a core requirement. 


Group work is a large part of First Year Seminar: Patterns’ agenda. Some college students believe that group work is a negative contribution to First Year Seminar: Patterns, because it requires responsive interactions, which is challenging for college students. Another reason students disagree with group work is because it is harder to get work done. When a group is trying to get work done, it takes patients and agreement to complete assignments. Unfortunately, college students do not always agree on everything and this causes unrest between students. With this evidence students fight against group work and think First Year Seminar: Patterns should be taken off the core curriculum. 


However, I believe that group work is an excellent part of First Year Seminar: Patterns. Because all professions require working with other professionals, working in groups furthers the ability to achieve these necessary requirements. Another reason why working in groups is a benefit to First Year Seminar: Patters and Hope College is because group work has proven in the past to improve communication skills of young adults. This leads me to believe that First Year Seminar: Patterns is good for the core curriculum and should be continued. 


Some people believe that because freshmen already have to take English 113: Expository Writing, it is not necessary, and a waste, to have First Year Seminar: Patterns as part of the core curriculum because such a large part of the grade is writing assignments. Hope College already has such a strong emphasis on writing, it is a waste to have another writing class. The credits that should have been fulfilled in First Year Seminar: Patterns could otherwise be put towards a weaker part of Hope College’s core requirements, for instance business. Hope College has no business required classes, if they would switch the First Year Seminar: Patterns class to a business course, college students would walk away from Hope College with a better rounded education.


I believe in the phrase, “Practice makes perfect.” I use this phrase to talk about writing skills of high school and college students. Our country is very weak with writing skills, and most every profession depends on be able to comprehend and write well and correctly. Therefore I believe it absolutely necessary that a liberal arts college such as Hope College put enormous amounts of emphasis on writing skills and writing classes, leads me to believe that a class with writing assignments, such as First Year Seminar: Patterns, should be kept on the core curriculum.


Some people think that First Year Seminar: Patterns should be taken off the core curriculum because they didn’t learn anything, making it a waste of their time. First Year Seminar: Patterns had a tendency to soar above everyone’s heads in the theoretical lectures and annoy everyone when physical activity was necessary to ballet dance, contra-dance, or even play childish games. All of these reasons contribute to college students not taking anything away from the class, this is why some people think that First Year Seminar: Patterns should be taken off the core curriculum. 


However, I believe that First Year Seminar: Patterns has strong convictions to building character and mindfulness within college students and therefore should not be taken off Hope College’s core curriculum. First Year Seminar: Patterns constantly demands students to escape their comfort zones, challenging them in communication skills, along with academic challenges. When students escape their comfort zones it builds character, and because First Year Seminar: Patterns contributes to the building of character, I believe that it should be kept on Hope College’s core curriculum. 

Some students at Hope College believe that First Year Seminar: Patterns should be taken off the core curriculum because it requires students to participate in group work. Some people also believe it is a waste because there are other classes already like it in the core curriculum, and because it involves going out of students comfort zones. I believe that Hope College should keep First Year Seminar: Patterns on the core curriculum because it develops communication and writing skills. First Year Seminar: Patterns also builds character and helps college student’s mindfulness. Because First Year Seminar: Patterns has positive evidence to improve the lives of college students, I believe that Hope College should keep First Year Seminar: Patterns on its core curriculum. 

