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October 30, 2000

Everything Development

170 College Ave

STE 230

Holland, MI 49423

October 30, 2000
Dear Mr. Smith:
My name is Rob Oostendorp, and I am a member of Everything Development, a non-profit organization that has been created to publish articles concerning large American corporations. Everything Development staff has recently read Michael Crichton’s Jurassic Park and come up with many questions concerning the truthfulness of big business in America.  John Hammond, a wealthy entrepreneur and creator of Ingen, Corp.  used very unethical tactics to swindle money out of investors and manipulate persons to come to his unsafe and chaotic amusement park. In concern of this novel’s truthfulness of large American corporations, Everything Development would like to pursue researching their social responsibility. The results will then be published in the February issue of The Journal of Business. 

To unbiased the results of the article published about corporate America’s social responsibility, Everything Development has been formed with five owners of small businesses in the immediate Holland area. The other five members of Everything Development will be executives of two large corporations, Gentex, and Johnson Controls. All the publishing will go through myself, and I will assume the final decisions on all aspects of this project. Along with this aspect, I have done no prior research on this topic nor have I formed a concrete opinion creating a stronger unbiased result. The research will be done at the Van Wylen Library, which has access to assortment of books using Hopecat. Van Wylen also has access to the World Wide Web where search engines such as Alta Vista and Hotbot will be used to conduct further research. Furthermore, we will use First Search, Per Abs and World Cat, to research periodicals. In all of these cases the keywords will be “social responsibility”, “business”, and “corporat?”, this will give me a plethora of texts to review, yet narrow enough to cover my research topic. 

Everything Development believes that big businesses are taking over American consumer markets. Mom and Pop shops have been decreasing since the first large wave of big business in the early 1970’s. As the extinction of small businesses are approaching, we worry that big businesses are not worthy of American consumerism because of their unethical strategy and lack of social responsibility to their stakeholders. Therefore, Everything Development is asking Hope College to contribute $2,000 in order for Everything Development to pay for expenses, which will be rendered in the two-month research of this project. 

Sincerely,
Rob Oostnedorp

Treasurer

Everything Development

Disclaimer: I assumed while writing this response that we were to create a team of people to research the topic along with us, because that’s more “real world”. Unfortunately I an unable to manage a 10-man team to research this topic, and so undoubtedly I will be research this by my lonesome. The 10-man team was mostly added in for dramatic effect and to persuade you to allow me to research this topic. 

