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Business as usual 


Jurassic Park has many different characters. Most of the characters are stereotypical figures in our society’s structure. Ian Malcolm plays the analytical mathematician. Dr. Alan Grant portrays the archaic scientist who appreciates the old tactics of research because of his inability to use the new research tactics used with technology. John Hammond plays the stereotypical self-center, insecure, dependant, unethical businessman. 

A businessman always insists on doing it “his way”. John Hammond portrayed this very well. Dr. Wu argued with Hammond about creating another updated dinosaur, to make them less dangerous and more like domestic animals. Yet, Hammond insisted that the tourists would want to see the real dinosaurs more than these altered dinosaurs. 

Present day businessmen are stereotypically labeled as self-centered and heartless, many times getting labeled as badly as lawyers. John Hammond for the most part was true to this. John Hammond only was worried about his investment. He didn’t care about the families of the deceased workers, and even his own grandchildren until it came down to life and death! Only then was Hammond was concerned about his grandchildren, though still not as much as his precious t-rex… This stereotype was taken to a sarcastic point. 

Businessmen are also very secretive about insecure aspects of their business. Many times these things are not mentioned and aren’t fully recognized by the businessman. John Hammond was very secretive about his deceased workers to his visitors. Hammond was insecure about the fact that his dinosaurs had killed someone, and by keeping it a secret he could ensure that the park was perfectly safe. 

Another reason John Hammond portrayed a 90’s businessman was because of his love for money. Making money is the bottom line for a businessman At some points in Jurassic Park, it was disturbing to hear John Hammond talk because he was more concerned about his expensive dinosaurs than the well being of his visitors. Hammond was very concerned with the dinosaurs getting hurt because they were very expensive. Only a businessman would be more concerned with his investments than human life. 

 Furthermore, businessmen are very dependent on technical specialists because many businessmen are not specialized in any technical areas besides management. Hammond must also depend on technical specialists like Dennis Nedry, Dr. Wu, Arnold, Dr. Grant, and Ian Malcolm. Hammond needs Nedry to run the computer systems that operate the park. Wu helps Hammond develop the dinosaurs from a genetic standpoint. Arnold engineers the park to keep the dinosaurs secure. Grant and Malcolm were supposed to assure Hammond that his park was safe. Hammond was very dependant on all of these roles to develop Jurassic Park.  

There is a lot of gray in the business world; sometimes, unethical decisions are made to keep both sides of a party happy. Many times when contracts are made, the investors are kept in the dark because of the nature of the situation. John Hammond was in this gray area when he wouldn’t completely tell his Japanese investors what they were investing into. 

John Hammond embodies a number of stereotypical attributes of a 90’s businessman. Hammond’s heartlessness is obvious with his inability to care for his grandchildren more than his dinosaurs. His love for money, which is a horrific curse in America’s business society, leads to his involvement in shady deals and cover-ups. While the characters in Jurassic Park are fictional but still represent a part of our society. 

